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Arnold’s Applications 

This morning, I sat in my office poring 

over a passage from the Book of Dan-

iel to prepare for Sunday School.  Such 

preparation typically requires several 

hours of in-depth looking at a chapter 

or less of scripture.   Scripture does 

not always yield readily the richest part 

of its message for a given class of be-

lievers in a given place and time.  Yet, 

this morning, I stumbled upon an in-

sight into the meaning of a verse in the 

text that caused a light to come on of 

rich new understanding of the import 

of the whole text.  It came with a rush 

of emotion akin to love for the text, 

for the Word of God communicated 

through the text, and for the God be-

hind the Word. 

Two key truths struck me about en-

countering this flush of love.   First, the 

insight came several hours into the 

study of the text.  Casually reading the 

text in passing would not have 

sufficed.  Finding the richest part of 

scripture’s message often requires 

making the considerable investment of 

time necessary to crack through the 

rough husk.  I have been a professional 

student of holy writings for thirty 

years, but it still came several hours 

into reflection on the chapter from 

Daniel for a brand new light to flash 

and for a warm rush of affection for 

the scripture and for the God revealed 

in scripture to flood my soul. 

Second, the insight came not from my 

own wisdom but from a brief note in 

an inset in a commentary.  For all there 

is to be gained from allowing the Holy 

Spirit to open insight to us from within 

ourselves, we also benefit greatly from 

hearing the insights of others who 

have been wrestling with the same 

text.  I might have an interpretational 

problem that only you can help me un-

derstand, and you might have an inter-

pretational problem that only I can 

help you understand. 

Putting these two truths together re-

minds us how essential to our growth 

in love for the gospel and for the 

words that communicate it that inten-

sive, group, study of the application of 

the Word of God proves to be.  Every-

one needs to be engaged in Sunday 

School, Bible Study, and other scriptur-

al exploration with other Christians in 

intensive fashion.  This sort of engage-

ment will fill us with the inspiration 

and the love of the Word of God. 

Yours in Christ,    Bob 
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Monday Morning Bible Study 

By Jerry De Frank 

Our Monday Bible study meets in the meeting 

room at 9:30 a.m.  

February 3 - Haggai 

February 10 - Zechariah 1-4 

February 17 - Zechariah 5-8 

February 24 - Zechariah 9-11 
 

Men’s Meeting 

The Men’s gathering is on Wednesday, Febru-

ary  5th at 6:30 p.m., in the meeting room. 

This is a pot-luck meal; bring your favorite dish 

and be ready for a great time of fellowship and 

sharing. All men are welcome. 
 

Pastor Bob’s Bible Study 

Pastor Bob’s Bible study is on Tuesdays,  1:30 

p.m. in the meeting room.  The topic to be dis-

cussed is the Gospel of John. 
 

Constitution Revision 
It’s time to revise the 

church constitution.  If 

you would be interested 

in serving on that com-

mittee, please let Jerry De 

Frank know by February 9. 
 

Donation Records 

Church donation records for tax purposes will 

be printed on an as-needed ba-

sis this year.  If you would like 

a copy of your donations for 

2019, please contact Samantha 

in the church office. 

 

CAPERS 

C- Caring, I believe all people should care for 

each other. 

A-Action is what I had in mind. Just because 

were retired doesn’t mean that we can’t do 

things. I wanted something going on every 

week 

P-Persistence 
 

E-Enthusiasm/Everybody 
 

R-Could be for lots of things but thought of 

Right Living or   Righteousness 
 

S-Service, there’s always something to do that 

needs doing. Jesus said, “The fields are ripe but 

the reapers are few.” 
 

Helping a neighbor, whatever small job it might 

be, having Bible Study Classes, visiting the 

sick, taking food to the needy and many more 

things, if we look around, putting action in its 

rightful place.  Everyone can make their own 

list but everything must be positive. Negativism 

has no place in this. 
 

2020 Nominating Committee 

We need to form the nominating committee for 

2020.  The committee is made 

up of 1 elder, 2 deacons, the fi-

nancial secretary and 1 member 

from the congregation who is 

not an official board member.  If 

you would like to serve on the 

committee, please let Jerry De Frank know.   

Unless there is an unforeseen circumstance, our 

work starts in the summer. 
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Lent Challenge – 40 Day Challenge of Prepar-

ing Your Heart for Easter 

Lent this year is from February 26 to April 11. 

Spiritually Hungry has developed this chal-

lenge focusing on six unique spiritual practic-

es that will help you connect and reflect on 

God.  The purpose of a 

weekly spiritual practice is 

to align your heart on a sin-

gle spiritual discipline for 

the entire week.  The six 

practices are prayer, fasting, scripture satura-

tion, journaling, identifying with Jesus’ pain 

and silence.  If you are interested in participat-

ing in this challenge (or just checking it out 

first), contact Jerry De Frank at 

jdefrank@elp.rr.com and it will be emailed to 

you. 
 

Thank You 
Dear Bethany Friends, 
Thank you so much for your heartfelt participa-

tion in the celebration of my thirty years of or-

dained ministry.  I so deeply appreciate the 

warmth and the love that you have shown me.  

Words cannot express my joy over being your 

pastor. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bob 

“HEHS Math Team TOGO Dinner” 
Fundraising to send the Team to the TMSCA State 
Meet. 
 

$10.00 Meal Includes: 

Green Chili Enchiladas (2) Chicken or Cheese 
(onions optional), 

Charro Beans, Spanish Rice & A Quart of Iced Tea. 

And/or 

Queso & Chips: Quart & 12 oz bag of tostadas for 
$11.00 

Pint & Quart Bag of tostadas for $6.00 

To Go Dinners to be picked up Saturday, February 
8, 2020 

@ Bethany Christian Church, 10453 Springwood 
Drive From 4 to 7 pm (Door sales @ 6 pm) 
 

Disciples Women 

The February meeting of the Disciples Women 

will be held on February 18 at 

9:30 a.m.in the Meeting 

Room.  We are busy making 

church banners and we wel-

come any helping hands.  

Bring your scissors and come 

out for some crafting and fellowship. 

  

mailto:jdefrank@elp.rr.com
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 Serving in February 
  

Elders 
Feb. 2– Don Baxter (C), Trish Baxter (B) 

Feb. 9– T. Thompson (C), Dennis Ruffner (B) 

Feb. 16– Carol Frank (C), Vicki Myers (B) 

Feb. 23-Giovanna Arnold (C), Dale Edens (B) 

Home Bound Elder— Don Baxter 

 

Worship Leaders  
February 2– Giovanna Arnold 
February 9– Dale Edens 
February 16-Tanya McCollum 
February 23– Dennis Ruffner 
 

Diaconate  
Feb. 2-Bob & Joyce Nenni 
             Ron & Peggy Williams 
Feb. 9-Jim & Linda Phillips 
             Eleanor Corral,  Ruben Martinez 
Feb. 16-Lola Mae Perry , Mike Harmon 
              Martha Morris, Mike De Frank 
Feb. 23-Lucy Snelson, Donald Thompson 
               Jim Rodgers, Luis Meza 
 

Preparers  
February 2–  Mike Harmon 
February 9- Lola Mae Perry 
February 16– Joyce & Bob Nenni 
February 23– Linda Phillips 
 

Greeters 
February 2– Linda & Bob Adams 
February 9-Samantha Flores 
February 16-Joyce &Bob Nenni 
February 23-Dale Edens 
 

Refreshments 
February 2– Membership 
February 9-Graduation  
February 16-Dale Edens 
February 23– Giovanna Arnold 

02/04  Kelly Blystone 

 02/12  Lucian Aguilar 

 02/12   Ron Williams 

 02/13  Jenny Rutherford 

 02/14  Bob Snelson 

 02/16  Bodine Porter 

 02/20  Lola Mae Perry 

 02/22  Marvin Morris 

 02/22  Mary Armstrong 

 02/24  Jennifer Howell 

 

CAPERS 
CAPERS is a time 

when we gather 

for fellowship 

around the table 

and enjoy some 

fun and laughter. 

This month’s gathering will meet on Thursday, 

February 6th, 11:30 a.m. at Applebee’s, 1350 

George Dieter. A sign-up sheet is located in the 

Narthex for those interested. Our February 

host is Martha Morris.  Hope to see you there! 
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