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Easter normally represents the high-

est, most joyous occasion of the Chris-

tian year.  Many of us have warm mem-

ories of sanctuaries brimming with 

people, of hearty singing, or even of 

coming forward to be baptized on 

Easter Sunday.  Yet, this year, a not-so-

funny thing happened on the way to 

our most anticipated day of the year.  

The novel coronavirus brought about 

the lockdown of El Paso, and much of 

the rest of the country.  What a total 

bummer! 

Yet, the real joy of Easter does not 

arise from the trappings, even the sa-

cred ones.  Certainly, we love those 

trappings, and surely next year we will 

go all out with the sacred spectacle.  

Nonetheless, the real joy of Easter ex-

plodes from the Good News that Jesus 

Christ has risen in victory over sin and 

death, that he lives eternally to walk 

with us and talk with us, that he has 

shown us that those who live in Christ 

will rise even from death.  All of these 

joys remain even though we will not be 

singing about them together in the 

sanctuary this particular Easter. 

Indeed, as we face a death-dealing 

pandemic, the fact that we will rise 

over death has comforting signifi-

cance, especially for those of us who 

have potentially complicating medical 

conditions.  Likewise, as grimness and 

anxiety abound, as being cooped up 

gets on our nerves, we can remember 

that Jesus Christ has won the victory 

of all victories, and that the spasm of 

grimness in which we live represents 

only the dying rage of defeated death, 

sin, and evil.  Third, because Jesus has 

risen to walk with us and talk with us, 

we know that he interacts with us and 

blesses us even when we find our-

selves quarantined. 

So, let us sing praise this Easter for 

what we do have, rather than dirges 

over what we do not have.  Consider 

Habakkuk.  He writes at a grim time 

when the people of God are waiting in 

hardship for God’s promised deliver-

ance.  His words from Habakkuk 3:17-18 

still resonate in times like these:   
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LOVING God.  

LIVING for Christ.  

LISTENING to God’s 

Spirit. 
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Though the fig tree does not bud 

    and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails 

    and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen 

    and no cattle in the stalls, 

 yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 

    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

Amen, Habakkuk, this Eastertide, so shall we all.  

Amen. 

 

Loneliness and Isolation 

Are you feeling lonely and isolated?  Excuse the iro-

ny, but you are not alone in feeling alone.  This pe-

riod of isolation through which we are passing tries 

the souls of many of us.  Even those of us who do 

not extrovertedly still need human social contact.  

We have been hardwired by God to be social crea-

tures, to be people who need each other.  That’s 

why Christianity teaches loves as the greatest spir-

itual gift. 

Accordingly, during this time of isolation, it stands 

critically important that we reach out seeking con-

nections with one another.  No, we cannot meet 

face-to-face so much, but we can still pick up the 

phone and call one another.  Certainly, if you find 

yourself in need of something – groceries, medi-

cine, etc., - we have persons in the church ready 

and willing to run those errands for you.  You only 

need let Samantha or Pastor Bob know, and one of 

these errand-runners will be dispatched to your 

door.  Yet, even if what you need involves simply 

human contact, many of your church sisters and 

brothers stand ready to talk with you on the phone 

for as long as it takes for you to feel human and 

affirmed again. 

Those of us feeling strong enough to do so will be 

making an effort to call and check on others.  Yet, 

we cannot always know who stands most in need 

of a word of cheer.  Therefore, we ask if you are 

weary, feeling low, if friends just can’t be found, to 

give us a call.  Your elders and pastor and others 

would like nothing more than to spend time chat-

ting with you about whatever happens to be on 

your mind.  Looking forward to visiting with you. 

04/06   Nancy Smith 

04/23 Paula Wulff 

04/24 Robbie Rossi 

04/28 Doug Waldron 

04/30 Bob Nenni 

04/30   Scarlet Sue Conner 


