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A lot of people think of Advent as 

something of a sweet, sentimental 

time.  We fill it with Christmas deco-

rations and Christmas carols.  Fami-

ly, shopping for presents, and trav-

eling to see loved ones have all be-

come synonymous with Advent.  

However, all these things actually 

belong to the twelve-day Christmas 

season that begins on December 

25th.   

Advent marks the season before 

Christmas, the season dedicated to 

waiting and anticipation.  Far from 

being tinged with Christmas joy, it 

theoretically involves more the anx-

iousness and patience and the prep-

aration for Christ’s coming.  In this 

time of COVID seclusion, perhaps 

we can identify more with the actu-

al meaning of Advent. 

In ancient times, the people waited 

for a Christ, a Messiah, to come 

from God to set the world aright.  

By the time of the First Century that 

anxious anticipation and waiting 

had grown full and plump, ready to 

burst.  Indeed, more than one per-

son tried to jump the gun, allowing 

themselves to be acclaimed as the 

long-awaited Messiah.  In our time 

of anticipating the coming of the 

Christ child, we remember and hon-

or the eager waiting that anticipat-

ed his coming. 

However, we also have some anx-

ious anticipation of our own to do.  

After all, even as those in ancient 

times longed for the coming of 

Christ, most of us long for Christ to 

come again to bring all things to 

consummation.  Ever since Christ 

ascended back to heaven, we have 

been in an extended season of Ad-

vent, the Advent that attends His 

Second Coming to complete what 

he began on that First Coming after 

the First Advent. 

Of course, true Advent anticipation 

means more than sitting around 

waiting, even more than anxious 

waiting.  It means preparation, pre-

paring for the coming of Christ 

(again).  During Advent this year, 

our sermons will look at different 

aspects of this preparation.   
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LOVING God.  

LIVING for Christ.  

LISTENING to God’s 

Spirit. 
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First, we discover the identity of the one 

for whom we wait and His importance.  

Then, we discover the preparations God 

called the ancient to make and therefore 

calls us to make.  Third, we look at Jesus’ 

agenda, Jesus’ platform, which needs to 

be the agenda and platform of all those 

awaiting his coming.  Finally, on Christmas 

Sunday, we will look at making room for 

Jesus in a world that often has no room.   

Whether you will be with us virtually or in 

person, I hope these messages will help to 

make this a meaningful Advent for you. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Bob 

 

Love Comes Down, Even When COVID-19 
Is Around! 

Normally we would be sharing with the 

congregation the shoes (colors, types, siz-

es) for each child who will be spending 

Christmas 2020 in the YWCA Transitional 

Living Center, a live-in facility for women 

who are experiencing domestic violence, 

and their children.   However, to make cer-

tain that no-one gets COVID while shop-

ping, instead this year we are going to give 

money to the TLC and they will order the 

shoes and have them sent directly to the 

TLC facility. 

We would appreciate all donations, to help 

make the childrens' Christmas brighter and 

happier.  Checks should be made out to 

Bethany Christian Church with a note "for 

the TLC Project."   You can contact Sandra 

Blystone for more information. 
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